Previous investigations have shown that most of the sulphoconjugated steroids in human plasma occur originally in a lipophilic, solvolysable form, to which the structure of steroid esters of diglyceride sulphuric acid (sulphatidic acid) or 'steroid sulphatides' was assigned (Oertel, 1961; Oertel & Kaiser, 1962 
Previous investigations have shown that most of the sulphoconjugated steroids in human plasma occur originally in a lipophilic, solvolysable form, to which the structure of steroid esters of diglyceride sulphuric acid (sulphatidic acid) or 'steroid sulphatides' was assigned (Oertel, 1961; Oertel & Kaiser, 1962) . The conjugates were produced by incubation of guinea-pig liver mitochondria with the steroid sulphate (Oertel, 1963a) (Oertel, 19636) , remains to be seen.
In conclusion it appears that guinea-pig blood, or plasma can convert free DHEA into lipophilic conjugates. Part of these are labile like steroid sulphatides, whereas the major portion, like steroid phosphatides, is resistant to solvolysis. Preliminary experiments, indicating a similar conjugation of free DHEA by human blood or plasma will be reported in detail in another communication.
